Course Expectations


Modern Literature Honors 


Ms. Hawks, Instructor

2010-2011

Modern Literature Honors – 447


Course Scope:
	This one-year course will emphasize the development of contemporary literature.  It will develop critical judgment and understanding of relationships, especially as they reflect complex modern society.  Modern Literature will emphasize writing both as a means of self-expression and as formal communication.  This course will fulfill one of the English credits required for graduation.

Course Goals:

1. To explore the universal development of modern short stories, novels,  poetry, drama, and nonfiction.

2. To develop an understanding of contemporary major literary movements.

3. To recognize cross-cultural origins in contemporary literary “isms.”

4. To assess the impact of film as a literary experience.

5. To assess the impact of film as a literary experience.

6. To develop writing skills as they apply to formal writing.

7. To extend expression through the creative writing process.

8. To develop research and technical writing skills.

9. To develop an understanding of good character and ethics be responding to a wide variety of written and oral communication.

10. To write objectively and subjectively in response to selected literature.

11. To respond to the writings and ideas of others with tolerance and respect.

12. To use deductive and inductive reasoning.

13. To judge the validity of literary works utilizing critical thinking skills.

14. To speak and listen using techniques of effective communication.


Materials Required:


1) S.S.R.: For S.S.R. requirements, refer to the attached “Reading Requirement” sheet.
2) Journal: one spiral notebook of approximately 100 sheets.  This notebook will be used as a daily journal.  If students opt to use loose leaf paper, upon turning the journal in the sheets must be contained within a folder or binder.
3) Blue/Black ink pens
4) Colored Markers/Crayons/Green, Red ball point pen
5) Loose leaf paper in a binder or section of a 3 ring binder
6) Highlighters/ Glue sticks/ Scissors (optional but helpful)


Textbook and Novels:

	The Bedford Introduction to Literature
	The Catcher in the Rye   -J.D Salinger
	Fahrenheit 451  -Ray Bradbury
	Death of A Salesman   -Arthur Miller
	Things Fall Apart   - Chinua Achebe

Course Outline:		Literary Tool				Writing Technique

First Quarter:			short story/Things Fall Apart		Literary Analysis
Second Quarter:		The Catcher in the Rye		Persuasive Paragraphs
Third Quarter:			Fahrenheit 451			Research Paper
Fourth Quarter:		Death of A Salesman			Technical Writing 


Evaluation:
	
Testing:  Scheduled tests will be administered upon completion of a unit of study along with both announced and unannounced quizzes.

Homework:  Each student will read for twenty minutes per night, along with completing any course work that was not finished in class.  Projects will also be assigned.

S.S.R./Book Reports:  See attached “Reading Requirement” sheet.

Journal:  Students will respond to a variety of teacher prompts.  Notebooks will be graded on content, completion, and organization.


Categories: 	70 % - class work/homework/tests	20 % - S.S.R.	10% - Journal

Make-up Work:

It is the student’s responsibility to obtain all make-up work within three days of the absence.  The work must then be completed within three days for each day absent unless other arrangements are made with the teacher’s approval.  

Late Work:

Late work will receive no credit.  

Availability:
	
Please feel free to contact me at any time.  tdhawks@interact.ccsd.net

Attendance and Tardy Policy:
	
	Please refer to the Desert Oasis High School student handbook for the attendance and tardy policies.  These policies will be enforced.


Grading Scale:

	Nine-week grades will be calculated by averaging the scores received on the assigned work.  Semester grades will be computed by counting the nine week scores as 90% and the semester exam as 10%.
	89.9-100 = A     79.9-89.8=B      69.9-79.8=C     59.9-69.8=D    
59.8 or below = F

Assertive Discipline Plan:  

	First Offense 		- one on one conference
	Second Offense	- think sheet
	Third Offense		-  parent contact
	Fourth Offense	-  counselor’s referral
	Fifth Offense		-  parent conference
	Sixth Offense		-  dean’s referral
	*** Please note *** Extreme behaviors may result in immediate Dean’s referral.

Citizenship:

	O =Outstanding	S = Satisfactory	N=Needs Improvement
	U = Unsatisfactory




	S.S.R. Reading Requirements

1. The first fifteen minutes of this class will be devoted to silent reading.  You are required to read 400 pages each quarter.  You may read any work of fiction, some nonfiction, biography, or autobiography.

2. Magazines, newspapers and poetry books do not meet this reading requirement.

3. If I find you are reading a book you have previously read, you will not receive credit.

4. The books need to be appropriate for your age and ability.  If they are not, you will not receive credit.

5. Your book may come from any source; DOHS library, Clark County Library, your house, borrowed from someone, the bookstore, etc.

6. You must record the title and author with me before you start reading and at least two weeks before giving the report.  If you don’t you will not receive credit.

7. Participation and oral book reports will count for 20% of your nine week grade.  The total number of pages you read will determine your grade, not the number of books read.  You may read up to 50 pages over the required number of pages for a quarter.  These pages will be calculated as extra credit.  Pages beyond 50 will result in passing time while learning a lot 

8. A book does not have to be completed for you to receive credit for the pages you have read.  You must read at least 25 pages before you decide to read something else.  You will be given credit for reading those 25 pages.

9. Your grade will be penalized if your book has pictures.  In addition, picture sections will not count as pages read.

10. Book reports must be completed within a certain window of opportunity.  The deadlines will be announced, but you are encouraged to report during s.s.r. as soon as you complete a book.  If all students wait for the deadline date it is very time consuming and you may wait up to 30 minutes to give a report.  The report is done orally one-on-one with me.  You must answer questions to convince me you truly have read the book.

11. You must have the book with you to do a book report.  NO BOOK = NO REPORT !

 


Film Permission Slip/Course Compliance

The examination of film in relation to literature is an important aspect of this course.  Because movies and television are dramatic, we will study them from a purely literary approach, such as character, structure, tone, ideas and symbolism.  All films shown will be rated G or PG.


Parental/guardian signature is necessary in order for the student to view films this year.


Please check the appropriate line and sign the date at the bottom:


_____ Yes, my son/daughter has my permission to see all the films shown this year.

_____ I would like to approve each film before you show it.


_____ No, please find alternate activities for my son/daughter.


By signing below I confirm that I have read, discussed, and agree with the course expectations and that I checked the appropriate line on the film permission sheet.



Student Name (print) _______________________  Student Signature _____________


Parent Name (print) ____________________ Parent Signature _____________________


Parent phone :	_____________________   email: _______________________________












	
	

